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Although Turkey is highly renowned for its citrus production, the cherry is also one of its iconic 
fruits. Cultivated in this country since Roman times at least, the cherry has spread to a number 
of zones, making this origin the number one producer country ahead of the United States. And 
although this fruit has long been aimed at the local market, Turkish exporters have hoisted up 
their country to be the world number two exporter, behind Chile. Planting now seems to be 
slowing down, though shipments should step up with the gradual improvement in agricultural 
practices (increased yields, improved quality level, reduction in post-harvest losses), and thanks 
to trade agreements signed, which should open up new outlets for the Turkish cherry. 

by Cécilia Céleyrette

The cherry in Turkey
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The containers or pallets are transported by lorry to 

the port of Abidjan. The access roads to the planta-

tions are mostly tarmacked and in decent condition, 

with the exception of a few sites in the extreme south-

east of the country, where there are still some laterite 

tracks. The port of Abidjan operates pretty well. The 

sea freight supply, an important condition for market 

access is distinctly concentrated, especially since the 

synergy with the pineapple industry, which is becom-

ing marginalised, does not play such a decisive role. 

More than two thirds of volumes bound for Europe 

are exported via AEL’s conventional ships. The fruit 

quay is equipped with cold storage. The AEL fleet 

(twelve ships) makes round trips on two sea routes:
 Abidjan/Northern Europe, in 10 to 11 days: Abidjan, 

Dakar, Portsmouth and Antwerp; Abidjan/Southern Europe, in 9 to 11 days: Abidjan, 

Dakar, Port Vendres, Vado. 
The remaining volumes are shipped in refrigerated 

containers on generalist shipping lines. The expected 

increase in production and therefore exports could 

change the situation, by diversification of the ship-

ping supply transport, thus lowering sea-freight rates. 

Banana Accompanying Measures 
(BAM)

The BAM amounted to 44.75 million euros, and the first 

instalment was paid in Q1 2014. Despite the delayed 

and slow implementation of this programme, its im-

pacts are already visible. The main lines of action adop-

ted are as follows: 
 improve the competitiveness of the existing planta-

tions and extensions; create blocks of village plantations, and support 

these blocks;
 develop the local and sub-regional markets;

  continue improvement of workers’ living conditions 

and environmental protection.
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BANANA — CÔTE D'IVOIRE — SEA FREIGHT

Port of departure Port of arrival Transit time

Abidjan to Northern Europe
Dakar, Portsmouth, Antwerp 10-11 days

Abidjan to Southern Europe
Dakar, Port Vendres, Vado 9-11 days
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The banana plays an important role in the Ivorian economy, 

and is one of the main export crops. It represents approxi-

mately 8 % of the agricultural GDP and 2 to 3 % of national 

GDP, providing nearly 8 500 direct jobs, and double that for 

associated jobs. Since the early 2000s, Côte d’Ivoire has ex-

ported between 320 000 and 340 000 t of bananas per year 

(including the plantain which represents limited volumes). 

Approximately 85 % of exports are aimed at the European 

Union, the historic market where its ACP status has since 

2008 entitled it to zero customs duty, with no volume lim-

its. The entry points are mainly France (Port Vendres which 

serves Southern Europe), Belgium and the United Kingdom 

(Antwerp and Portsmouth which serve Northern Europe). The 

rest of the volumes are mainly focused on the West African 

sub-region (ECOWAS countries) and to a lesser extent around 

the Mediterranean. Sorting rejects are aimed at the local mar-

ket, which is increasingly hungry and more demanding (rising 

living standards, and small Ivorian ripeners and European dis-

tributors setting up, especially in Abidjan). These quantities 

represent approximately 10 % of production. 

The banana sector is concentrated around six 

operators.

 SCB group, a subsidiary of Compagnie Fruitière, 

owns more than half of the country’s plantations, 

which represent more than 4 000 ha, mainly run 

by its own planters, and a few associates. Thus it 

incorporates the production and also the logis-

tics (shipping company Africa Express Line - AEL), 

ripening and downstream marketing. On its 

own, it exports nearly two-thirds of the country’s 

production (main brand: SCB).

  The French group Canavese, through Consulting 

& Développement Agricole (bringing together 

five Ivorian production companies) and SCAB 

(an export company also marketing the fruits of 

associate producers), owns 1 600 ha of banana 

plantations. The group is in charge of 60 000 t of 

its own production, plus an additional 15 000 to 

20 000 t from affiliate producers. The Canavese 

group runs its own marketing in Europe and rip-

ening in France (Kini brand).

 The Belgian group SIPEF has full ownership of 

Plantations J. Eglin SA, which is in charge of three 

plantations in Azaguié, Agboville and Motobé. 

Production in 2015 was 25 000 t for a planted 

surface area of 570 ha (Comoé brand). An exten-

sion project is underway for Azaguié, which will 

bring the area up to 768 ha by the end of 2017, 

and then more than 900 ha by 2020.

 The cooperative CFA brings together independ-

ent producers, including SPDCIE/BATIA which 

produces in Dabou (approx. 300 ha planted and 

non-planted) and in Tiassalé (500 ha planted and 

non-planted). The fruits are mainly marketed un-

der the brand Wanita.

 Two new French West Indian operators have 

appeared recently: BANACI, owned by the 

Martinique group Paillade (250 ha and grow-

ing) and SIAPA owned by Guadeloupe investors 

(some 200 ha).

All the operators, both traditional and newcomers, 

are contributing to the increase in surface areas. 

Other foreign operators are currently setting up or 

planning to set up in the short term, including sev-

eral FWI investors and a multinational. The produc-

ers belong to two professional organisations rec-

ognised by the Ivorian State: OCAB, created in 1991 

and OBAM-CI founded in 2009. The plantations and 

packing stations comply with the various stand-

ards and certifications introduced from the 2000s, 

i.e. Globalgap, ISO 14001, Tesco Nature’s Choice, or-

ganic certification or Rainforest Alliance. Fairtrade 

certification is also advancing very significantly, 

especially among traditional producers. Finally, an 

initiative can be observed, though very limited for 

the time being, in the field of the organic banana.

OrganiO
tioni

Organisation
OrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganigaOrganiOrganiOrganigarganOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganiOrganrOrgargOrganiOrganigg sationsationsationasationationsationsationsationsationsationsationisationsationsationationsationtionsationationationsationsationsationationssasation

E portE portExportsExportExportExportExportExportExportExportExportExportxportxportExportExportExportExporExportExportExpoExportExpExportExportExportExportxportrExportExportpo sssssssssssssssss

20
4

24
8

21
8 24

9 26
3

29
5

27
3 29

0

27
0

30
7

28
9

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

Banana - Côte d'Ivoire - Exports

(000 tonnes / Sources: Comtrade, Eurostat)

© Jean-Marc Deboin

Producer country file: the banana in Côte d’Ivoire

73FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCUSCUSCUSCUSCCCUSUCUCUSCUSCUSCCUSCUSCUUSCUSCUSCUSCUSCUCC SSCCUCUCCCCCCUCCCUCCCCCCCC B Banana BananaBananaBananaBananaBananaBananaBBananaBananaBanaBananaBan nBananBananannanannaBananananaannBananaBananaBananaanan

at present. The investment made by producers since the 
1990s, and then the implementation of the European aid 
programme (technical and financial aid, then more re-
cently the BAM), have helped improve individual and col-
lective production resources. Particular emphasis has also 
been placed on improving the living conditions of work-
ers and on preserving the environment. 

Surface areas in cultivation were estimated at 7 300 ha in 
2015. A vast number of projects have appeared or been 
scheduled. If those currently known reach completion, 
the banana planted area could reach more than 12 000 ha. 
However this figure should be put into perspective, since 
we know that there is still a sometimes large gap between 
intention and actual execution. Land, competent labour 
and regular shipping capacity at reasonable prices have to 
be found, as well as solving agronomic problems, consid-
ering the effects of climate change, etc.

ProductionProductProducProductProducPProducProductProductProductProducProducProductProducPProductProductProductProductProducProductProductProProductProducroduProProductProductProductc ionionionionioniioiononiononionoonionioniononoonionionononionionion
Overall, production has a good technical level, especially 
on the large industrial plantations. The yields are good for 
the conventional segment (from 30 t/ha in 1994 to 50 t/
ha on average, varying from 25 to 60 t/ha depending on 
the location and investment), though there is a downward 
trend due to increasing soil-based parasitism. Attempts 
are currently being made in organic production. The initial 
results in terms of productivity are encouraging.

Sanitary management became increasingly complex from 
the early 1990s due to the appearance of black sigatoka in 
the east of the country, which spread rapidly and progres-
sively supplanted yellow sigatoka. Recently, the pressure 
from the disease increased strongly because of growing 
resistance to the treatment products used. Traditional pre-
ventive management of the disease, comprising 12 to 17 
aerial treatments on average per year, has given way to 
systematic use of contact products in up to 40 treatments 
per year on certain plantations. This practice, which is not 
yet generalised, is increasingly being used, accompanied 
by the risk of resistance appearing. Parasitism mainly is 
due to nematodes and weevils. The gradual introduction 
of vitroplants from the 1990s provided some degree of 
land remediation before replanting. However, the sanitary 
situation of the soils remains worrying, in particular with 
regard to the weevil. The fallow techniques currently used 
(with Tithonia as the cover plant) cannot properly elimi-
nate the old stumps, which become parasite reservoirs. 
Under these conditions, replanting proves necessary 
every five to six years.

The sector is exhibiting a strong growth dynamic, which 
has further accelerated in recent years. Yet tensions on 
the labour market are appearing, especially in production 
peak periods. Qualified labour is the factor most lacking 
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Commercial banana cultivation in Côte d’Ivoire developed 
later than Guinea, and above all Cameroon. Exports, limited 
to a few attempts from the 1930s, only really developed after 
1958, following the first producers settling in the Agnéby val-
ley from Guinea-Conakry, who rushed to emigrate upon the 
country’s independence. From 1963 to 1980, the production 
level sky rocketed, setting a first record in 1972 at 160 000 t. 
However, Côte d’Ivoire’s place on the international stage de-
clined, with exports stagnating from 120 000 to 140 000 t in 
the 1970s, and waning further in the 1980s to between 80 000 
and 100 000 t. There were various factors behind this weaken-
ing: the ravages of yellow sigatoka which brought about a va-
rietal switch (Petite Naine to Poyo), a succession of unfavour-
able years in terms of climate, or even more difficult access to 
the European market (reinforcement of packaging standards 
and increasing competition from American sources), without 
any commercial alternative emerging. These developments 
led to the near-total disappearance of small plantations, 
whereas there had previously been as many as 750. Since 
1989 and the liberalisation of the sector, expansion took over, 
driven by professional organisations such as OCAB (Central 
organisation of pineapple and banana exporter-producers), 
created in 1991. It helped organise small and medium-sized 
producers, improve and boost production, quality and mar-
keting, while defending the interests of Ivorian producers. The 
gradual modification of the preferential access system to the 
European Union (introduction and then elimination of import 
quotas for each source or type of source in the 2000s), and 
its deregulation from 2006, forced Côte d’Ivoire to improve its 
competitiveness.
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The banana plantations are situated primarily within a radius of 200 

to 250 km around Abidjan, a port of lading and economic capital of 

the country. There are four regions emerging at national level: Comoé 

(Comoé Nord/Abengourou, Sud Comoé/Aboisso), Lagunes (Dabou), 

Agnéby (Agnéby-Tiassa/Tiassalé), Lacs (Taabo) and Bandama valley. 

While the Agnéby valley region, on the peaty and flood-prone plains 

of Niéky, was one of the main production zones, its contribution to 

worldwide production is currently on a downward trend because of a 

lack of maintenance of the ageing infrastructures (canals, dykes, etc.), 

though this is an essential function in the polder zone. Hence produc-

tion is being massively extended instead in the more favourable zones 

north-west of Abidjan, toward Tiassalé and Yamoussoukro (Lakes 

region). A modest-scale project, with the twofold focus on organic 

banana/local and regional markets, was also launched recently, in a 

drier pioneering zone situated in the north of the country, along the 

river Bandama between the towns of Niakaramadougou and Tortiya 

(500 ha OBAM-CI project, co-funded via the BAM, BBSA “Bananière 

du Bandama” plantation). With the exception of this project, the plan-

tations are situated in a tropical forest climate, characterised by two 
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rainy seasons. The longer and most intense is packed into in June, 

while the shorter culminates in October. Between the two there is a 

short dry season with little sunshine. The total insolation is around 

1 600 to 1 800 hours per year. The rainfall, very mixed in recent years, 

is on average 1 400 mm/year for the northernmost parts of the pro-

duction zone, and 1 900 mm/year for those further south and south-

east. However, irrigation remains essential at least eight months out 

of twelve, and all the plantations are equipped. The mean tempera-

ture is 26°C, with a small daily amplitude. The topography is flat or 

with a very shallow gradient, enabling cable-ways to be installed 

on many sites. The winds can be violent in the inter-season periods, 

particularly at the end of the main dry season, though without seri-

ously affecting national production. Tornadoes, which have become 

increasingly unpredictable, may be major constraints. It is estimated 

that they cause losses of 5 to 10 % per year. Certain more exposed 

sites have invested in guying. It should be noted that climate events 

are tending to become increasingly marked and less seasonal. The 

soils are of variable quality, clayey, gravelly or peaty. Some of the pro-

duction is situated in polders, requiring near-permanent pumping.  

Ferkessédougou

Katiola

Bouna

Bongouanou

Agnibilékrou

Grand-Bassam
Adiaké

Sassandra

Adzopé

Grand-Lahou

Oumé

Yamoussoukro

Abidjan

M
ilo 

o

N
uo

n 

Cavall y   Dube 

M
oa    Sassandra  

Sassandra 

   B anda m
a 

 N
zi  

 N
zi 

   Kom
oé 

K
om

o é 

   Léra ba  

 Bia
 

  P
r a

 

1208 m

1002 m

Korhogo

Odienné

Séguéla

Bouaké
Bondoukou

San-Pédro

Bouaflé

Divo

Dimbokro

Abengourou

Agboville

Daloa

Man

Aboisso

oinjama
200 ha
BANDAMA

CÔTE D’IVOIRE7 300 ha (2015)

2 800 ha
TIASSALÉ

2 000 ha
NIÉKY

AZAGUIÉ

0 km
10050

LIBERIA

GHANA

BURKINA FASO

MALI

Dabou

Tiassalé

Red Ba
n da

m
a

W
hi

te
 B

an
da

m
a

Black     V
olta

Mount Kopé424 m

  M
ts o

f TOURA

1 500 ha
SOUTH COMOÉ

800 haMIDDLE COMOÉ

ATLANTIC OCEAN

GUINEA

Producer country file: the banana in Côte d’Ivoire

Co
py

rig
ht

 C
IR

A
D

0

r
b
d
riv
(50
du 
tati

NNN
uuo

n

LLIBELIBEL

Produ

68

FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCUSCCCCCCCCUC SSSSSCUSCUSCUSCUSCUSCUSCUCUCUSCUSCUSSCUCCUSCUSUSUSCUSCCUCUSCUCUSCUSCUSCUSCUCCUCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC Banana  Banana BananaBananaBananaB nBanaBananBBananaananaBanBananaanaananan naanaBananaBananaaBB nanananaBananaBananBanana

A historic player in the banana trade, Côte d’Ivoire holds 

joint first place among African banana exporter countries 

alongside Cameroon, with nearly 300 000 tonnes export-

ed in 2015, and is the world no. 13 exporter. Since the end 

of the disorders (2002-2011), the Ivorian export sector 

has regained growth, especially to the EU, their core mar-

ket. They have also diversified their outlets to neighbour-

ing countries. The renewed political stability is now en-

abling the sector to invest. Numerous projects to extend 

or create new plantations are currently being led by both 

the traditional operators and newcomers. Furthermore, 

as an ACP country, Côte d’Ivoire enjoys European aid 

through the Banana Accompanying Measures (BAM). 
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Cherry – 

In Turkey, the cherry orchards are situat-
ed mainly in the Aegean region (Izmir), the 
Marmara region (Bursa) and as far as Central 
Anatolia (Konya). Hence Izmir province packs 
in approximately 10 % of production, ahead of 
Afyon (9 %), Manisa (7 %) and Konya (7 %). Next 
come the Isparta, Amasya and Bursa zones, 
each with 5 % of the harvest. They are finally fol-
lowed by the produce from Mersin and Denizli 
(4 % each). Trials are also being conducted in 
various regions, especially on the coast (seek-
ing early harvest/ high prices), but the lack of 
chilling hours does not always enable the usual 
cultivars to be exploited, especially Ziraat.

Location

Cherry production zones
in order of importance
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Cherry – 

Production
After rising in the early 2000s (approximately + 10 % 
per year), the annual planting rate slowed down (to be-
tween + 5 and + 6 % until 2012), reportedly reaching less 
than 3 % or even practically zero in recent years. Since 
the cherry is highly sensitive to bad weather, progress 
in production has been haphazard, especially so per-
haps in this country of high losses due to its agriculture 
still being in transition. Since although these cropping 
techniques are evolving, with in particular an increased 
planting density and planting smaller trees (up to 10 m 
high before) to facilitate harvesting, production is still 
highly traditional, and small producers often lack in-
stallations for cooling the product, and knowledge and 
skills to implement good practices. The big facilities 
can call on modern irrigation and orchard protection 
equipment (hail cannons, protective films, etc.), contrib-
ute toward training the producers and have GlobalGap 
certified stations. So yields are on an upwards trend. 
The prospects for a potential of 520 000 t in 2020 have 
been exceeded. However, as in many European coun-
tries, the country’s production is facing invasion by the 
Drosophila suzukii fly, which appeared in 2016 on straw-
berries in the east of the country, and which seems to be 
gaining ground, especially in the southern regions and 
into Central Anatolia. Dimethoate, the treatment initially 
applied, was banned in 2018 by the Turkish authorities 
following the import veto exercised by certain European 
countries at France’s initiative. So producers are being 
encouraged to step up trapping. 
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Cherry – 

Turkish cherry production is primarily aimed at the 
local market (50 to 60 % depending on the sourc-
es), with a high tonnage for the industrial sector of 
around 165 000 t. Exports are seeing growth, cur-
rently fluctuating between 60 000 and 80 000 t ac-
cording to figures supplied by the USDA. 

The most typical varieties in Turkey are Karabodur, Dalbasti and 
Napolyon (Napoleon).This latter variety is the most iconic in Turkish pro-
duction, since it is aimed at the export sector. The 0900 Ziraat variety 
(Napoleon) remains by far the main variety planted, reportedly repre-
senting 70 % of surface areas, ahead of Lambert (6 %) and Stark Gold 
(6 %), with the other varieties representing 18 % of the cultivation area. 
While it provides many assets, whether in terms 
of taste, sizing or keeping, it has the disadvan-
tage of middling productivity. Hybridisation tri-
als on this variety are in progress, through the 
big facilities have also planted other varieties, 
especially early and late ones to spread out the 
calendar. This now begins in May and extends 
until July or even August in the late regions, 
whereas it was concentrated in June/July a few 
years ago. The Regina cherry seems to be one of 
the most promising varieties at present.

Cherry — Turkey — Production calendar
Varieties M J J

Early Lory, Early Burlat

Bing, Star Giant, Giorgia, Big Lory,  Sumburst

Lapins, Stella, Van

Selesta, 0900 Ziraat, Lambert

Regina, Stark Gold, Sweet Heart

Professional sources

Production calendar and varieties

Outlets

Fresh
60%

Processed
29%

Export
11%

Cherry - Turkey - Outlets in 2017
(source: USDA / processed by Infofruit)
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The bulk of volumes is exported by road freight, 
to both Russia and Europe. The transport time is 
approximately six days to Russia or via Central 
Europe. Exporters want to expand their long-haul 
export shipments, especially to the Asian markets. 
To this end, an agreement was signed with Turkish 
Airlines to reinforce air freight.

Exports

Logistics

Turkish operators have big ambitions in terms of 
cherry exports over the coming years. These are 
still struggling to make headway, although all the 
production sector has made all the necessary ef-
forts to improve the harvesting, storage and ship-
ment conditions. The majority of big exporters 
are GlobalGap certified, though the bad weather, 
more difficult relations in recent years with Russia 
and European competition (Spain and to a lesser 
degree Italy) have curbed this progress. The ob-
jective remains to achieve a potential of 100 000 t, 
with for the moment a maximum of 80 000 t. The 
European market remains the main outlet, with 
more than 50 % of tonnages, of which 42 % aimed 
at the German market either directly or via Austria. 
Volumes shipped to the United Kingdom have fall-
en steeply given Spain’s strong presence there. 
Volumes to France have also fallen with the ban 
on dimethoate treatments against the Drosophila 
suzukii fly. Furthermore, there has been little pro-
gress in the Middle East. Volumes are primarily 
focused on Iraq (16 %). Shipments to Asia should 
progress, though they were still modest in 2017 
(620 t for Hong Kong/Singapore). The protocol 
signed with China, as of late 2017, has helped nine 
companies to export to this country. Protocols are 
also due to be opened with Malaysia and Vietnam.
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Cherry - Turkey - Evolution of fresh exports
(in 000 tonnes / source: Turkstat / processed by Infofruit)

Europe
54%Russia

24%

Others
22%

Cherry - Turkey - Breakdown of exports in 2017
(sources: Turkstat, Comext / processed by Infofruit)
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